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Proposition: When we love God with all of our heart, we will only 

bear His holy name with reverence and awe.  

 

A. The Commandment—what does it mean? 

 

Observe that vs. 11 does not simply say that we should not 

vainly speak the name of God. Most definitely our speech is 

included here, but I want you to grasp that the application of 

vs. 11 is much broader than what we say.  

 

Literally vs. 11 means that we are not to lift up, carry, or bear 

His name in a way that is empty, worthless, or deceitful. We 

are not to associate His name with evil or treat is as common. 

God’s name is not trivial/insignificant.  

 

So the question here is, how do I represent God? If I claim to   

bear His name as my God, how do I display Him? The heart 

issue here is giving God proper reverence in all things. It is 

recognizing that God is holy, and how we speak of Him or how 

we regard His reputation has drastic implications.  

 

Nahum 1:1-9 (A taste of reverence) 

You will not live in awe of God if you do not know the terror 

and delight of who He is.  

His holiness strikes terror in the hearts of sinful men while His 

mercy overwhelms us with joyful gratitude and wonder! 

 

We take God’s name in vain when… 

 

1. We take God’s name in vain when we use the name of 

God or of Christ as a means of cursing. This would 

equate God’s dignity to that which we curse! 

 

What a far cry this is from how the Israelites handled God’s 

name. They would not even pronounce the name YHWH 

They feared that to even speak that name from the lips of 

sinful men would desecrate God’s name and provoke His 

judgment. This is how we got the name, Jehovah. When the Jews 

came across the name YHWH, they would substitute it with  adonai, 

the title Lord. When you take the consonates of YHWH and add the 

vowels of adonai, you end up with Jehovah (English pronunciation). 

 

I believe God wants us to speak His name with honor, and 

yet I cannot criticize their sense of reverence. Oh that we 

would have such reverence in our hearts for God that we 

would pause/hesitate before speaking His name. 

 
John Calvin: “We ought to be so disposed in mind and 

speech that we neither think nor say anything concerning 

God and his mysteries, without reverence and much 

soberness; that in estimating his works we conceive nothing 

but what is honorable to Him.”
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2. We take God’s name in vain by professing Him in public 

when our hearts to do not fear Him or love Him and His 

Word. To profess God publically or to worship Him 

publically without having the fear of God in our hearts or 

without loving Him or His word, is to lift up His name to 

emptiness or vanity—its to lift up His name with deceit. 

This means that our worship should have a certain gravity 

(soberness) and intentional joy.  

 

a. There is a relationship between reverence and fear. To 

have reverence for God is to have the fear of God in our 

hearts. The fear of God is the response of the heart that sees 

the awesome greatness and perfect holiness of God as a 

consuming fire; knowing that God in His goodness must 

defeat sin. (Nahum 1:9) 

 

b. There is a relationship between reverence and love. You 

will have a jealousy for the dignity and honor of that which 

you love. You will have a jealousy to guard and defend the 
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reputation of those you love. Love is always reverent. You 

cannot have irreverent love.  

 

To openly profess God as your God and not love Him is to 

send a deceitful message about the significance of His 

name. You cannot speak and live reverently of God, even if 

your words are right, if your heart is lying.  

 

c. There is a relationship between reverence and joy, 

because we take delight in what we love—we rejoice in 

what we love. Joy is one attitude that displays reverence for 

God.  

• In the days of monarchs it was expected that you 

would come into the presence of a king with 

reverence and joy.  

 

We see this connection between reverence and joy 

in Nehemiah 2. Neh was the cupbearer to the king 

and had never before been sad in the presence of the 

king. But when he heard of the desolation of 

Jerusalem he was so overcome with grief that he 

could not restrain his sadness, even in the presence 

of the king, and it made him fearful to be in the 

king’s presence unhappily (Neh 1:3-4; 2:1-2). 

 

• Is there a parallel here to how we approach God’s 

presence?  

 
Eccl 5:1-2—“Guard your steps as you go to the house of 

God, and draw near to listen rather than to offer the 

sacrifice of fools; for they do not know they are doing 

evil. Do not be hasty in word or impulsive in thought to 

bring up a matter in the presence of God. For God is in 

heaven and you are on the earth; therefore let your 

words be few. 

 

Psalm 100: “Shout joyfully to the LORD, all the earth. 

Serve the LORD with gladness; Come before Him with 

joyful singing.” 

 

• Deut 28:45-47: Ingratitude, which is void of joy, is a 

form of irreverence toward God.  

 

I’m not suggesting that when we are unhappy, we should 

just turn on a fake happy face when its time to worship—

that would be irreverent. But we should speak to our souls 

about the immensity of God’s grace and goodness toward 

us lest we grumble in His presence.  

 

So when we come into God’s presence with a heavy heart, 

we come with honesty about our grief and rejoicing in His 

grace: “Lord, you have been so good to me and your grace 

has been beyond measure. I cannot blame you for the 

trouble I am in but I look You for hope…” Reverence 

means rejoicing in God even when we have a heavy 

heart.  

 

3. We take God’s name in vain when our worship fails to 

accurately reflect who God is and honor His passionate 

purposes.  That’s why at TEFC we want our worship to be 

God-centered rather than man-centered and we want it to 

be a celebration of the Gospel. When we use God’s name in 

worship but it is really about us, we take His name in vain.  

 

>As simple as coming to worship to get our own needs met 

rather than to give God His proper place of honor.  

>As extreme as televangelists pedaling the gospel (2 Cor 

2:15) and lining their pockets with multimillion dollar 

homes, private jets and absurd materialism. It’s an abuse of 

God’s name! 

 

4. We take God’s name in vain when we profess Him 

publically but fail to repent of idolatry and persist in 

associating His name with sinful patterns of life.  
 

I’m talking about “worship” from a heart that is unwilling 

to be transformed in the test tube of life. I didn’t say a heart 

that is struggling to be transformed—we all struggle; but a 

heart that is unwilling to engage in the struggle. Are you 



really willing to struggle toward the honor of God’s name 

in your life?  

 

TEFC Member: “At Trinity we love you enough to tell you 

the truth. We’ll give you cookies, and meals, and baby 

showers, and hugs, and clean your house, and visit you in 

the hospital—but we’re not going to let you go on believing 

a lie. So, those of you who are ready for a real, wonderful, 

painful, joyful, messy, claw-your-way-out-of-a-pit 

transformation—come on over to TEFC and join the rest of 

us sinners in the journey.” 

 

2 Tim 2: 19—“Let everyone who names the name of the 

Lord abstain from wickedness."  

 

You may say the right things about God, but if don’t set 

apart Christ as Lord in your heart, your life will make 

your profession an empty, vain, deception (1Peter 

3:15). � Be careful with Facebook (Never more public) 

 

5. We take God’s name in vain when we curse men who are 

made in the image of God. James 3 warns us that we ought 

not bless God in one breath and curse a man made in His 

image in the next.  

 

6. We take God’s name in vain when we break an oath or vow 

made in His name.  

 
R.C. Sproul: “In taking an oath or vow in God’s name, we are 

saying that our word is so truthful that we are willing to suffer 

the judgment of the Lord if we break it.”
2
  

 

Eccl 5:4-7: “When you make a vow to God, do not be late in 

paying it, for He takes no delight in fools. Pay what you vow! It 

is better that you should not vow than that you should vow and 

not pay. Do not let your speech cause you to sin and do not say 

in the presence of the messenger of God that it was a mistake. 

Why should God be angry on account of your voice and destroy 
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the work of your hands? For in many dreams and in many words 

there is emptiness. Rather, fear God.” 

 

B. The Consequence—what does it cost! 

 

Deut 5:11: “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for 

the LORD will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain.” 

 

If dishonoring God’s name is so serious, why does the punishment 

seem so vague? I believe it is because there is such a wide variety of 

ways that we can desecrate His name. This is because you cannot 

separate your words from your heart or your actions and attitudes. 

Your heart colors everything. You think, and speak, and live out of 

your heart (Matt 12:34; Luke 6:45). 

 

What we know for sure is that God will not overlook the dishonor of 

His name and to the degree that we desecrate it, we will experience 

His discipline. We must not make the mistake of thinking that God’s 

attitude toward the 3
rd

 commandment is vague. 
 
Lev 24:16: “Moreover, the one who blasphemes the name of the LORD shall 

surely be put to death; all the congregation shall certainly stone him. The 

alien as well as the native, when he blasphemes the Name, shall be put to 

death.” 

Sproul: “If this punishment seems excessively harsh to us, it likely indicates 

the irreverence of which we all are so often guilty. God takes His glory and 

honor more seriously than we do, for He is the most worthy being of all.”
3
  

 

If you want to live in the safety of reverence for God, you can’t just go 

to church. Your life must become a sanctuary—devoted to the honor 

and glory of God’s name. Your heart must be set apart for God—

reserved for Him as the supreme love of Your life. Your mouth must 

be designated to God’s honor so that your speech, whether directly or 

indirectly, expresses the worthiness of God’s name. Your mind must 

be fortified and armed with truth—you must run off ungodly thinking 

with the assault weapons of the Word and God-dependent prayer.  
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Proposition: When we love God with all of our heart, we will only bear His 

holy name with reverence and awe.  

Father,  

 

I pray that You would bestow upon us such divine grace, that we 

would love You with all of our heart, and fear You with all reverence, 

and rejoice in Your holy Name; through Jesus who sanctifies us and 

makes us holy. Amen.  

 

 

Life Groups:  

 

1. What does the 3
rd

 commandment reveal about God?  

 

The absolute worthiness of God’s name. Remember that God’s name 

represents all of who He is. God’s name is extremely significant 

because God is most significant in all things. God is to be feared and 

loved; both of which produce genuine reverence toward Him.  

 

“All understandings of all things that do not take God into 

consideration are superficial understandings, since they do not 

reckon with…what really matters in the universe, namely God. We 

today in America can scarcely begin to feel how God-ignoring we 

have become because it is the very air we breathe. We breathe God-

ignoring air” (John Piper, October 2012 Desiring God newsletter). 

 

2. What does the 3
rd

 commandment reveal about the heart?  

 

We will struggle to speak and live honorably before God. Our speech 

and behavior flows out of the heart (read Matt 12:34; Luke 6:45); our 

hearts have a flawed sense of reverence. Our hearts are prone to 

loose a sense of the awe of God. The impact of sin is that our hearts 

and therefore our lives and words will fail to express proper 

reverence to God in whose image we are made.  

 

3. How does the 3
rd

 commandment point us to our need for the 

gospel of Jesus Christ? 

The Bible defines sin as falling short of the glory of God (Romans 

3:23). That is, we have failed to express Him, represent Him, and 

relate to Him perfectly with respect to who He is. At its very core, 

sin fails to acknowledge the truth of who God is. For example, Eve 

gave in to the temptation to disregard God’s supremacy (Gen 3:5). 

Note that in Romans 1:21, sin is failing to honor God as God (with 

gratitude). At is very core, sin (all sin) is irreverence toward God.  

 

Through the gospel however, our eyes are not only opened to see the 

gravity of our sin and our need to fear God, but our hearts are 

transformed to love God. Perfect reverence (and obedience) is the 

fruit of loving God with all our heart.  

 

4. What is a proper response of faith to the 3
rd

 commandment?  

 

We must believe, fear, and love God as He has revealed Himself 

through His name(s). The proper response of faith is to use and bear 

God’s name only with reverence and awe. We must believe that God 

will always act in exact agreement with His own divine nature.  It 

will be our blessing to act on that belief. It will be our demise to not 

believe God will uphold the honor of His divine nature (with 

judgment on the irreverent).   

 


